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Oppressed women

SIR — The principle of equality before the law is a central pillar of our democracy. Yet
many women in Britain are not experiencing the legal rights to which they are entitled.

There are particular concerns about the suffering of some Muslim women who are
oppressed by religiously sanctioned gender discrimination — especially in relation to
polygamy, divorce, inheritance provisions and domestic violence.

Their suffering is an affront to our hard-fought freedoms. While the forthcoming inquiry
into the operation of sharia courts might be an important first step, it is clear that much
more needs to be done. We urge the Government to adopt the provisions of Baroness
Cox’s Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill, which recently passed all
stages in the House of Lords without amendment.

The Bill cannot solve all of the complex and sensitive issues involved, but it does insist
that the rights of all women, and the rule of law, are upheld.
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